
HOW TO SUPPORT SOLAR THERMAL MARKET 

THROUGH INNOVATIVE POLICY GUIDELINES IN SICA 

COUNTRIES







• Decrease GHG emissions to meet climate goals

• Improve energy access and address energy poverty

• Reduce air pollution and its health impacts, 

• Increase energy security 

• Maximize socio-economic benefits, which leads to local 

economic development and jobs

• Industrial heat and cooling requirements technology 

reliability

A SNAPSHOT OF SOLAR THERMAL IN SICA 

MEMBER STATES

Source: Long-term average of daily/yearly sun. GIS/ESMAP/World Bank
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Opportunities Threats

• Increasing costs of fossil fuels and 

more use

• High upfront costs

• Persistent fossil fuel subsidies in 

some countries

• Difficult access to finance

• Unbalanced tax load

• Decrease GHG emissions to meet climate goals

• Improve energy access and address energy poverty

• Reduce air pollution and its health impacts, 

• Increase energy security 

• Maximize socio-economic benefits, which leads to 

local economic development and jobs

• Industrial heat and cooling requirements technology 

reliability

Strengths
• High level of solar radiation

• The Regional Energy Strategy 2030

• Political commitment - NDC

• Public support to investment and projects 

• Costa Rica 2030 roadmap

• Panama solar thermal project and plan

• Regional experiences on energy efficiency programs

• Few solar thermal technologies are currently being 

implemented

• Persistent increase in fossil fuel prices

Weaknesses
• Non-adequate data and statistics

• Lack of collaboration between industry and research

• Lack of an appropriate regulatory framework

• Little awareness among decision makers

• Policy frameworks built around a fossil fuel-based energy 

system

• Lack of trained personnel

• Lack of user awareness

SWOT ANALISIS



Identify main actors, 

detailed barriers and 

solutions

STEP 02

Define Potential of Solar 

Thermal in SICA Countries:

• Theoretical potential

• Technical potential

• Economic potential

• Market potential

STEP 01

SICA roadmap of 

solar heating and 

cooling

STEP 04

Define expected 

impacts

• Technologies

• Environmental

• Economic

• Social

STEP 03

Point out Policy 

Guidelines for SICA 

Countries

STEP 06

Define the guidelines 

for a Solar Thermal 

Strategy for SICA 

countries

STEP 05

Next Steps
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measures

Incentive 
analysis 

Awareness of 
multiple uses 
in the region

Awareness of 
benefits and 
advantages 
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Potential of 
solar thermal 

solutions

Dissemina-
tion of lesson 

learned by 
country
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Private 

participation 
and synergies

SICREEE-SICA 

support the 

regional 

deployment of 

solar thermal 

market
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Capacity Building

Regulations and 

standardization

Demonstration projects

Technical support to 

stakeholders and decision 

makers

Awareness raising: decision 

makers, stakeholders, 

private sector, users

Incentives analysis

Solar thermal market 

uptake

SICREEE-SICA Strategy market 

support



Thank you


